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Language teachers in grades 4-6 seek diverse ways to work with pupils and various text types to promote 

reading comprehension skills, written and oral expression, vocabulary and idioms, and understanding of 

linguistic components. They use textbooks and lesson plans, including different text types, stories, and poems. 

However, language teachers often struggle to integrate current, relevant, and age-appropriate social issues. 

Teachers strive to enrich pupils' knowledge and develop their independent critical thinking, engaging in 

respectful discussions, expressing opinions, listening to others, and formulating social values. This can be done 

by arousing curiosity and interest and increasing motivation for independent exploratory learning. 

Developed by the author and implemented in this research, "Promoting language skills and reducing gaps 

through learning based on current newspaper articles," teacher training program presents a unique way to reach 

these goals simply, accessibly, and creatively, based on age-appropriate topical newspaper articles to boost 

learners' language skills and narrow gaps that widened during the Corona period among primary school pupils. 

The program seeks to equip language teachers with practical work tools, thus allowing them to choose current 

articles and use them in planning and leading meaningful language lessons. Its uniqueness lies in a teacher's 

ability to choose a recent newspaper article and build a relevant lesson plan rather than adhere to given texts 

and activities. Doctoral research will accompany the program, examining its contribution to teachers' ability 

to plan lessons independently and increase their sense of language teaching self-efficacy. 

 

 

1. Introduction  

Language teachers in 4th-6th-grade classes seek 

diverse ways to work with their pupils using various 

text types to promote reading comprehension skills, 

written and oral expression, meta-linguistic 

comprehension, enriching vocabulary and idioms, and 

understanding of linguistic components in a text. 

They have textbooks and various lesson plans at 

their disposal that include informational articles, 

argumentative texts, instructional and engaging texts, 

stories, poems, and more. This study seeks to teach 

upper primary school language teachers how to 

integrate age-appropriate and relevant social issues, 

which are currently on the agenda, into reading 

comprehension lessons. These are issues that pupils 

are exposed to but seldom study or discuss. At the 

same time, the study seeks to enrich the pupils' 

knowledge of the world, enabling them to think 

independently about diverse issues, express opinions, 

conduct a respectful discussion, listen to others, and 

think critically. The aim is to do all of this while 

arousing curiosity and interest and by increasing the 

motivation of the pupils for independent research 

learning based on creative and active thinking. 

Language teachers of grades 4-6 often search for 

good, up-to-date, and relevant texts that will spark 

interest and thought among the pupils. They seek texts 

that allow pupils to broaden their horizons and 

establish important values. Additionally, they want 

these texts to facilitate class discussions on important 

issues that should not be ignored as part of the learning 

process in school. 

This article presents a unique and accessible 

approach to promoting language skills by exploring 

age-appropriate current news articles. Many teachers 

who address current issues in the classroom find that 

this type of learning succeeds in engaging pupils, 

interesting them, and motivating them to learn out of 

curiosity and intrinsic motivation, with a desire to 

voice their opinions and express their knowledge on 

the subject. Such learning also helps shape pupils' 

values and allows them to participate actively in 

discussions and dialogues about the topic.  
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Through this method, pupils enrich their 

vocabulary and expressions, tackle high-order 

thinking questions, practice diverse ways of 

expressing opinions about the topic in writing and 

orally, and engage in lively and respectful class 

discussions. Over time, these pupils naturally become 

thinking, investigative, and critical learners who 

respect others' opinions and know how to respond to 

them appropriately. 

This study's starting point is that young children 

live in society and perceive the social atmosphere 

around them. They are not detached from the events 

taking place in the country or the community and need 

mature and responsible mediation to internalize and 

process them properly. Often, teenagers find 

themselves in a situation where they do not know 

enough about the world and what is happening around 

them in the country and society. Early children's 

controlled exposure to social and current issues on the 

public agenda of the children will allow them to 

become mature boys who are aware of what is 

happening around them, able to consume information 

in a conscious and critical manner and express their 

opinions in a value-based and grounded manner. 

The study will propose an intervention program for 

language teachers in the upper grades of primary 

school grades, aiming to enhance their teaching 

abilities and consequently improve their pupils' 

language skills (reading, reading comprehension, 

written and oral expression, vocabulary, meta-

linguistic comprehension, understanding linguistic 

components and how they serve the text, and more). 

The intervention program will focus on language 

teaching based on current news articles from the press. 

The goal is that through the program, language 

teachers will experience a higher sense of self-efficacy 

in teaching language and succeed in engaging pupils 

in high-quality, relevant, and interesting learning, 

nurturing social involvement, and nurturing critical 

thinkers with higher-order thinking skills and rich 

general knowledge. Another goal is to enhance 

teachers' belief in language teaching through relevant 

methods, allowing them to enjoy the experience and 

their meaningful lessons, alongside high motivation 

and enjoyment for pupils in the learning process. 

In the intervention program, teachers will learn 

principles for optimal work with a current news article 

while guiding pupils into areas of linguistic 

heightening. This includes improving comprehension 

and expression skills, expanding vocabulary, 

identifying and understanding language components 

in a text, conducting meaningful and respectful 

discussions on the issue at hand, and addressing each 

pupil's personal perspective regarding the topic. 

Primary school language teachers have the power 

to lead young pupils on a meaningful journey through 

various language skills. This author hopes that through 

the program, they can make optimal, gradual, and 

ongoing use of the tools they receive. Later in the 

article, practical tools will be presented as the 

foundation for the intervention program. These tools 

will enable teachers to thoughtfully select current 

news articles from the press and use them effectively 

to promote their pupils' language skills. 

2. Theoretical background 

Many researchers in Israel and around the world 

are engaged in finding optimal methods for teaching 

and learning reading comprehension and various 

language components in primary school pupils and 

older age groups. Researchers investigate which 

teaching methods are effective, enjoyable, and 

meaningful and promote learning while enabling 

pupils to acquire social values, develop critical 

thinking, and enrich their global knowledge. 

Reading comprehension research focuses on the 

multi-component model, which describes reading 

comprehension as a complex process based on the 

interaction between cognitive, meta-cognitive, and 

linguistic processes. These include orthographic 

knowledge, the linguistic system, word recognition 

processes, vocabulary, memory, attention, general 

knowledge, and higher-order processes of 

comprehension monitoring and inferencing skills. The 

list of required language achievements includes 

references to rich texts and pupil motivation. 

However, teachers in class often focus on linguistic 

aspects and do not emphasize deep comprehension and 

enjoyment of reading (Katzir et al., 2019).  

Multi-component models suggest simultaneous 

work on foundational linguistic and literacy 

components and additional processes involved in 

reading. They argue that most reading comprehension 

programs in Israel and worldwide do not include in-

depth work on all the components mentioned in this 

model. Katzir and Primor (2016) added an important 

component that is not included in most reading 

comprehension models: the emotional component. 

Reading, they argued, is a process that blends various 

emotions on the readers' part, and effective reading 

comprehension teaching should also address the deep 

connection between emotion and cognition. Ben-Zvi 

and Primor (2011) argued that meta-linguistic 
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awareness touches upon all linguistic knowledge areas 

- phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and 

pragmatics. In their view, the acquisition of different 

linguistic dimensions progresses with deepened meta-

linguistic thinking, which is an explicit analytical 

ability that enables speakers to think about language, 

manipulate its units, and consciously control their own 

linguistic knowledge. The ability to engage with 

language as a skill in itself develops gradually, 

paralleling the acquisition of written language that 

promotes language awareness, relies on linguistic and 

meta-linguistic knowledge and leads to its expansion. 

Ben-Shahar (2003) referred to the functional-

communicative and socio-cultural aspects of language 

teaching and learning. According to her, the essential 

formal component for grammar learning is not absent 

from education, but alongside it, skills in writing, 

comprehension, and understanding text types are 

nurtured. Ben-Shahar stated that in recent years, 

language learning has been emphasized particularly in 

context: the context of the text and the socio-cultural 

context in which communication occurs. Even the 

grammatical foundations are taught, as much as 

possible, in relation to their use in textual and socio-

cultural contexts. This approach reflects the belief that 

linguistic phenomena are clearer and more relevant 

when examined within a text, and conversely, 

understanding the text deepens when focusing on its 

linguistic features. It is hoped that these directions in 

language teaching will increase motivation for 

learning, improve pupil achievements, and gradually 

enhance the low esteem of the profession. The socio-

cultural context in learning and teaching can also be 

found in Moore's article (2013), which proposes an 

integrated learning approach. 

A three-year project developed a model based on 

four central aspects: (1) A spirit of inquiry and 

skepticism among pupils and teachers. (2) Readiness 

for ambiguity and uncertainty regarding how things 

will unfold. (3) Thoughtful construction of lessons – 

deep consideration in lesson planning and 

construction. (4) Ethical clarification – teachers' 

readiness to analyze news and current aspects from an 

ethical perspective. Moore (ibid) added that the 

advantages of integrating current affairs in schools 

include developing research and learning skills, 

linking to societal developments, which sometimes 

impact pupils' inner worlds, and fostering a new value-

based type of teacher-pupil relationship.  

The Ministry of Education's headquarters for civic 

education and shared life added to Moore's statements, 

arguing that focusing on current affairs topics 

generates awareness among pupils about events in the 

country and the world, leading to a better 

understanding of societal developments. Engaging 

with various topics exposes pupils to diverse attitudes, 

fostering a sense of belonging and involvement and 

strengthening national identity. Exposure to diverse 

topics also leads pupils to engage and familiarize 

themselves with current affairs. Moreover, 

understanding reality and analyzing complex 

situations that integrate various considerations, 

perspectives, and diverse interests allow pupils to 

practice multidimensional thinking, critical thinking, 

decision-making, and forming independent opinions. 

Additionally, pupils develop informed media-

consuming skills. 

These insights from various studies align with the 

perspective that language teaching requires a unique 

approach that is not disconnected from the social and 

cultural context. It relies on broad aspects of 

meaningful instruction and relevant learning.  

Tafani (2009) analyzed the importance of using 

mass media in class ways to use printed and audio-

visual media, addressing some critical issues of using 

media in class. She discussed the importance of media 

in general and in education in particular. She 

maintained that using different media types has always 

been challenging, especially regarding when presented 

to students. The media provides creative and practical 

ideas, enabling teachers to address their students' 

diverse needs and interests. It offers extensive 

language practice through activities and tasks that 

develop reading, writing, speaking, and listening 

skills. They entertain students and encourage reading 

in general, both inside and outside the class. In this 

way, reading is widely promoted by giving students 

confidence and motivation and developing their ability 

to continue reading outside the class. Wijewardene 

(2021) addressed these benefits. Thus it is important to 

focus on learners' acquiring skills to encounter the real 

world by utilizing authentic texts. Newspapers are a 

helpful tool for sharing information and improving 

students' language skills, thus introducing them to a 

multidimensional environment. Newspapers are an 

excellent source of language learning, including 

interesting and up-to-date articles about news, sports, 

education, business, and culture, which provide 

diversity to students. Khorsheed (2018) also pointed 

out the many advantages of using newspapers to teach 

language. Most language lessons depend on standard 

language textbooks that will likely reflect language 

teachers’ techniques, and it is reasonable to assume 
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that these lessons maintain a traditional and boring 

learning atmosphere. Therefore, introducing a new 

and contemporary teaching tool into classes will 

significantly affect students’ interaction and 

involvement. Thi Dieu Ha and Thi Luyen (2021) 

added that with the Internet, learners have 

opportunities to read and acquire information. Internet 

newspapers primarily play a role in learning English 

and developing critical thinking. In addition, online 

newspapers in English are a rich source for teachers to 

teach languages and read. According to Rao (2019), 

21st-century readers have the great fortune to read all 

newspapers online and benefit in many ways. 

Newspapers not only develop their knowledge but also 

improve their language skills. Newspapers are critical 

in language learning, mainly in second or foreign 

language learning. 

To conclude this section, as Grundy (1993) stated, 

newspapers are likely to serve naturally as one of the 

sources of authentic language in class. In addition, 

they provide a stimulus for learners to think, speak, 

and write about important things. 

3. The Intervention Program 

First, a comprehensive mapping of the PIRLS test 

results pertaining to literacy achievements among 

primary school pupils (Grade 4) will be conducted. An 

intervention program will be developed on this basis 

and delivered to language teachers to reduce gaps and 

promote language skills. The program will be 

developed and reviewed by five senior language 

experts appointed by the Ministry of Education. It is 

important to note that PIRLS tests conducted in Israel 

after the COVID-19 period indicated a sharp decline 

in the average reading proficiency scores of Grade 4 

pupils. Between 2016 and 2022, there was a 

significant drop of 20 points in the average reading 

literacy scores of pupils in Israel (PIRLS research, 

2021). 

Before and after the intervention program, the 

teachers' sense of self-efficacy in teaching language 

effectively and professionally will be examined. The 

assumption is that teachers' confidence in language 

instruction will increase significantly after the 

intervention program. As the program progresses, 

teachers are expected to report higher confidence in 

their ability to impart language skills and report 

greater pupils' success in lessons and exams. It is also 

expected that their motivation to teach language and 

pupils' motivation to learn and progress in language 

lessons will increase. 

In the intervention program, teachers will learn 

recommended principles for working with current 

articles in language teaching and will be exposed to 

various recommendations for guiding pupils during 

their engagement with the selected article. Throughout 

the program, after presenting several lesson plans 

based on current articles to participating teachers, they 

will be asked to choose a suitable current article from 

the media, analyze it with the guidance of the 

researcher, and develop a lesson plan for their pupils 

based on all the principles taught. Teachers will 

practice teaching this lesson and will return with 

insights and conclusions. 

The language teachers' lesson plans will be 

assessed during and at the intervention program's 

conclusion. I estimate that teachers' performance es. 

3.1 Intervention Program Aims 

The program's main goal is to enhance teachers' 

self-efficacy regarding advancing pupils' language 

skills in grades 4-6, improving their reading, skills, 

comprehension, and communication abilities both 

orally and in writing, promoting optimal language 

instruction, and narrowing the gaps widened during 

the COVID-19 period.  

 Provide primary school teachers (grades 4-6) 

with tools to enhance pupils' language skills, exposing 

them to new perspectives of working with texts. 

Introduce teachers to diverse methods for enriching 

pupils' vocabulary and expressions. 

 Equip teachers with tools to thoughtfully select 

current articles from newspapers (according to 

criteria) and use them to lead meaningful language 

lessons 

 Provide teachers with tools to teach content 

related to society and the environment, enriching 

pupils' personal and environmental knowledge. 

 Provide teachers with tools to develop pupils' 

advanced critical thinking and higher-order reasoning 

skills. 

 Advance language teachers capable of creating 

relevant and interesting language lessons 

independently. 

 Expose language teachers to diverse ways of 

formulating comprehension and expression questions 

across multiple levels of thinking. 

 Allow teachers to experience teaching various 

linguistic components based on texts to derive 
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meaning (linking words, references, parts of speech, 

verb system, noun system, syntax, etc.). 

 Provide language teachers with tools to arouse 

quality classroom discourse and promote deep and 

respectful discussion. 

The experiential program will integrate ready-

made examples of lesson plans based on current 

newspaper articles and learning the underlying 

principles. It will also involve teachers in planning and 

teaching such lesson plans in classes, following 

several required stages for leading a class based on a 

current article. 

3.2 Target Population and Program Parts 

The program will comprise 30 - 50 female and 

male upper primary school (4-6 grades) language 

teachers (D-F) in Israel. It will include 12 training 

sessions spread over the year and will be divided into 

three parts: (1) presentation of lesson models and 

principles based on a topical article, including learning 

lesson plans created by the researcher. (2) each 

teacher's personal experience in building/planning a 

lesson based on a topical article and the accuracy of 

planning personally in front of the instructor. (3) field 

experience of the teachers in teaching the lesson in the 

classrooms, including the formation of insights and 

conclusions for the continuation. This part includes 

personal reflections of the teachers. The program will 

be accompanied by questionnaires that test the 

teachers' sense of self-efficacy in language teaching 

before and after the intervention program. 

3.3. Teaching Stages 

Several teaching stages will be proposed.  

Selecting the Article is the first stage. These 

articles are valuable tools for engaging pupils in 

quality classroom discussions and promoting critical 

thinking skills. They can be informative, opinionated, 

persuasive, or field-specific (e.g., economy, culture, 

sport, leisure, entertainment, back-page stories). When 

choosing the article, several important rules defined in 

the intervention program are utilized, such as selecting 

from a database of newspapers and magazines 

approved for use by the Ministry of Education, 

choosing an article relevant to the young pupils' world 

(according to age group), selecting an article 

interwoven with social and environmental values 

relevant to pupils, choosing an article that allows the 

reader to address (carefully) the writing in his personal 

way, selecting an article that encourages high-order 

thinking and in-depth classroom discussion, selecting 

an article that enriches the pupils' world knowledge by 

addressing their environment and what is happening in 

their community, country, and even the world, 

selecting an article that helps enrich the pupils' 

vocabulary and expressions, choosing an article that 

invites questions from multiple dimensions of 

thinking, selecting an article that invites work on 

linguistic aspects they are interested in, and more. 

1. Choosing, presenting, and discussing engaging 

lesson openings. 

2. Finding text identity markers: title types, 

photographs, illustrations, and publication date. 

3. Reading the article and phrasing 

comprehension and expression questions. On several 

comprehension dimensions: (1) findings information 

(explicit meaning); (2) Concluding (implicit 

meaning); (3) interpretation, processing, and 

application (evaluation and critique); (4) Examination 

and evaluation of the content, structure, and language 

components 

4. Reading the article and phrasing 

comprehension and expression questions. (1) finding 

information (explicit meaning); (2) Concluding 

(implicit meaning); (3) interpreting, processing, and 

application (evaluation and critique); (4) Examination 

and evaluation of the content, structure, and language 

components.  

5. Discussing further questions that can be 

phrased: vocabulary questions and identifying 

linguistic components and their contribution to the 

article and its messages 

6. Conduct a discussion and dialogue regarding 

the article, including related personal experiences, 

expressing feelings, suggestions regarding the article's 

topic, and more. 

It is important not to delve into sensitive topics 

inappropriate for the pupils'' age or for discussion 

during the classroom session. Teachers should 

exercise discretion in this matter. 

4. Research Design and Methodology  

This mixed-methods research will comprise three 

studies. 

4.1 Study 1: Mixed Methods – Validation of a 

Training Program for Language Teachers by MOE 

Language Teaching Experts 

Aim: Teaching experts at the MOE's validation of 

a language teachers' training program. Sections 

requiring improvement in the PIRLS test will be 

emphasized, and its results will be analyzed for their 
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implications. Participants: The national language 

teaching inspector, 3-4 elementary language teaching 

experts, senior national instructors from the 

inspectorate of elementary Hebrew teaching, and the 

national inspector for primary school language 

teaching. Language skills are the independent 

variables. The dependent variables are program 

parameters regarding the program's contribution to 

achieving each set goal. Research tools are structured 

feedback questionnaires sent to MOE language 

experts and interviews with four experts, who will 

assess the program's suitability for the target audience 

to reach the goals. The questionnaire includes a list of 

program components asking experts to assess how 

each can influence teachers’ language teaching skills. 

It further examines the degree of each program 

aspect's contribution to reaching the goals. 

Frequencies and distributions of responses will be 

calculated. Content analysis will be conducted for 

open-ended questions to identify change, 

improvement, and adjustment suggestions. 

Expected results: The experts will rate the various 

program parameters between moderate and high and 

provide additional advice on adding, emphasizing, and 

integrating them into the program. Their extensive 

experience in the field will provide additional insights 

for a more precise and well-planned program. 

4.2 Study 2: Mixed Methods – Examining 

Teachers' Perceptions and Sense of Self-Efficacy 

Before, During, and After Their Classroom 

Experience  

Aim: Examining the changes in teachers’ self-

efficacy in Hebrew teaching following the 

intervention program referring to the program before 

and after their classroom experience.   

Participants: The intervention program will focus 

on improving the PIRLS test, analyze its results, and 

map the primary school-level situation in Israel. It will 

be validated by 4-5 Ministry of Education experts 

through guidelines and open interviews. No specific 

details can be provided at this point because it is not 

yet known who the teachers enrolling in this course 

are.  Quantitative Methods and Tools: The teachers' 

self-efficacy questionnaire aims to assess their 

program's contribution to language teaching skill 

development and their belief in integrating current 

articles in learning. A questionnaire evaluates 

language testing skills and reliability using Cronbach's 

alpha coefficient. It compares before-and-after 

questionnaires and self-efficacy changes. For 

comparison, an ANOVA with repeated measurements 

is used. Independent variables are time (before and 

after the program) and group (intervention/control). 

Dependent variables are self-efficacy and parameters 

to teach language through current events. The study 

will analyze the difference in self-efficacy between the 

intervention and control groups, using statistical 

calculations to determine the program's added value. 

Qualitative tools like teachers' diaries help researchers 

understand program needs and improve it by analyzing 

content and reflecting on teachers' experiences. 

Expected results: The program will significantly 

increase participants' self-efficacy, confidence in 

teaching language skills, and student success. 

Teachers' diaries and reflections show positive 

experiences, increasing motivation to teach and 

students' study. However, the control group's self-

efficacy will rise at a slower rate. 

4.3 Study 3: Quantitative – Examining Lesson 

Plans Built by Teachers and Teachers' Sense Of Self-

Efficacy in Building the Lessons 

Aims: (1) Examining lesson plans built by teachers 

for the program; (2) Examining teachers' sense of self-

efficacy in building the lessons before and after the 

training program; (3) Examining teachers’ beliefs in 

using current articles for effective language teaching 

and promotion before and after the program. 

Participants: 50 primary school teachers taking part in 

the training program. The independent variables are 

the intervention program and its implementation, 

while the dependent variable measures teachers' scores 

in developing language lesson plans. Methods and 

tools: The study aims to analyze teachers' language 

lesson plans, examine their attitudes toward program 

quality, and assess their self-efficacy in creating 

quality plans. A questionnaire will be created to rank 

lesson plans focusing on skills, article selection, 

reading comprehension, personal expression, 

vocabulary, and interest. Expected Results: The 

program's participants are predicted to score high in 

current affairs-based lesson plans (80%+), construct 

quality lessons as language promoters (70%+), and 

believe in these lessons (80%+). 

Table 1 summarizes the research design: aims, 

participants and tools in each study. 
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Table 1:  

Research Design  

S
tu

d
y

 

A
im

s 

P
a

rt
ic

ip
a

n

ts
 

M
et

h
o

d
 

a
n

d
 T

o
o

ls
 

1 Validation of a 

training program 

for language 

teachers by 

language teaching 

experts 

 

Four experts - 

senior national 

instructors from 

the inspectorate 

of elementary 

Hebrew 

teaching in the 

Ministry of 

Education in 

Israel. 

- Feedback 

questionnaires 

  

- Interviews with 

the inspector of 

elementary 

language field, 

instructors and 

inspectors at the 

Ministry Of 

Education (MOE) 

2 Examining 

teachers' 

perceptions 

regarding the 

importance of 

integrating 

current affairs in 

language teaching 

and sense of self-

efficacy before 

and after their 

classrooms 

experience. 

30-50 teachers 

who will study 

the training 

program and 

experience it in 

the field; 

A control group 

of 30-50 

teachers. 

- Self-efficacy in 

language teaching 

questionnaire 

 

- Teachers' learning 

diaries and 

reflections 

 

3 - Examining 

lesson plans built 

by teachers for 

the program 

- Examining 

teachers' sense of 

self-efficacy in 

building the 

lessons. 

- Examining the 

attitudes of the 

teachers 

regarding the 

effectiveness of 

these lesson plans 

in language 

teaching. 

30-50 teachers 

who took part 

in the training 

program.  

 

- Guide to analyze 

the lesson plans 

developed by the 

teachers 

- A questionnaire 

to examine the 

teachers' sense of 

competence in 

developing current 

affairs-based lesson 

plans 

- A questionnaire 

to examine the 

teachers' attitudes 

regarding the 

effectiveness of 

these lesson plans 

3.4 Summative Activity From a Personal 

Perspective 

The program will emphasize that all pupils want to 

be "part of the classroom dynamic," meaning 

influencing and contributing value during a lesson. 

Therefore, it is important to create a comfortable 

atmosphere for expressing opinions in class, provide a 

respectful space for pupils' diverse opinions, facilitate 

discussion in a respectful manner that does not dismiss 

different ideas or suggestions, and reflect pupils' 

contributions on the board as much as possible. 

Various types of lesson summaries will be suggested 

in an interesting and meaningful manner. 

Program Uniqueness (What is Different about 

This Program Compared to Existing Ones?) 

There are a few current affairs-based programs that 

promote language learning. This program promotes 

language learning based on current affairs, illustrating 

how language serves messages and text, advances 

world knowledge, enriches vocabulary, and promotes 

expression and argument. It emphasizes 

multidisciplinary learning, focusing on language and 

society. 

5. Conclusion 

As language teachers engage primary school 

pupils with relevant current articles suitable for their 

age, convey values without emotional overload, and 

enrich their environmental and social knowledge, they 

will successfully develop pupils with general 

knowledge and understanding of local and global 

events. These pupils will be capable of conducting 

discussions, expressing criticism, developing higher-

order thinking, being critical consumers of 

information, possessing a rich vocabulary, 

understanding various linguistic elements, and 

contributing to the text. 

This study assumes that consistent and graded 

work with primary pupils on current articles will 

advance various skills over time, turning them into 

curious, informed, ethical thinkers capable of 

respectful discussion, listening to others, expressing 

positions and claims respectfully, engaging in 

dialogue, interpreting complex vocabulary and 

expressions in language, understanding text from a 

place of interest and curiosity, and analyzing linguistic 

components deeply for the purpose of conveying the 

author's messages. 

5.1. Results and Conclusions of Other Articles on 

This Topic 

Tafani (2009) discussed how we can integrate 

newspapers into lessons. She stated it is easy to bring 

newspapers into the classroom concerning various 

subjects and fields of knowledge, such as geography, 

history, literature, language classes, etc. Some 

newspapers contain valuable information about these 

subjects, but we need to know how to find this 
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information. According to Sibanda (2021), 

newspapers worldwide provide valuable information. 

They can influence people's thinking and change their 

opinions. However, He maintained that printed news 

is not reality; it is a constructed and renewed reality." 

Researchers highlight the ability of newspapers to 

shape people's perceptions, manipulate, and change 

beliefs (Pratiwi et al., 2020). Sibanda (2021) hoped to 

encourage students to critically read newspapers and 

texts outside the classroom. Although it seemed that 

the students deviated from the primary goal of critical 

reading, it can be inferred that they engaged in critical 

discussions when they discussed social issues that 

were part of their lives. As a pedagogical tool, 

newspapers express controversial issues students can 

examine from different perspectives. The activities 

performed by the students were found to be productive 

in terms of critical reading. 

5.2. The Importance of Research and Possible 

Contribution to Knowledge 

This author hopes this research will improve 

language teaching locally and globally. The 

conclusions may be used to advance students' 

language skills in upper elementary school and 

beyond. This improves practice by narrowing 

language gaps (gaps that increased during the Corona 

period) and creating innovative teaching approaches 

based on current events. Additionally, this research 

may make a theoretical contribution by creating a 

fresh and original model for language instruction 

based on news stories. This study may add an essential 

layer to existing theories that deal with language 

teaching through current events. This will be 

expressed in the existence of a well-conducted model 

in which all the recommended teaching steps are 

explained to promote reading, reading comprehension, 

and understanding of the language components in the 

article and their contribution to the central message of 

the text. In addition, this study also deals with how it 

is possible to conduct a discussion and discourse 

following the topical article. This research may also 

contribute methodologically by conducting in-depth 

interviews with the teachers being studied and 

thoroughly examining the current affairs and language 

lesson plans they will develop and learn during the 

intervention program. 

Ultimately, this research may impact language 

education policymakers in the country (who will write 

national curricula and position papers that address the 

conclusions that will emerge from this research in 

language teaching and give them a practical place in 

the curricula. 
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