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The study realizes a theoretical approach that reviews the literature by bringing key arguments and concepts 

that support the introduction of multimodal text in the school curriculum as a support in learning and 

understanding texts for students in the developmental curriculum cycle. Definitions of key concepts regarding 

multimodal text, comics, literacy, literacy are highlighted. From a conceptual point of view we are trying to 

formulate certain concepts and to emphasize the need to introduce multimodal text in the primary school 

curriculum, thus helping teachers and students through recreational activities that will lead to the development 

of literacy. With the help of multimodal text you develop: the ability to interpret a text, improve critical 

thinking, lifelong learning, effective communication and last but not least adaptability. A multimodal text is 

characterized by the fact that it is a literary narrative text in which two or more modes of communication 

(written, read, spoken) are combined in order to convey information through spoken or written language in 

combination with images, sounds, gestures and lights. We believe that multimodal text plays a significant role 

in the development of literacy, contributing to the formation of competent and critical readers and 

communicators. The interaction between literacy and multimodal text promotes a deeper and more nuanced 

understanding of information, essential for active and informed participation in contemporary society. 

 

 

1. Introduction  

According to the new educational paradigms and 

considering the Recommendation 2006/962/EC on 

key competences for lifelong learning, education has 

been given a new direction, shifting the focus from the 

teacher, the transmitter of information, to the student, 

the main actor in the educational act. "Education and 

training are part of the solution to getting as many 

people as possible into decent jobs, to better meet the 

skills needs of the economy and to strengthen Europe's 

resilience. With rapid technological progress and 

related changes in occupational profiles and 

requirements, lifelong learning must be based on close 

collaboration and synergies between industry, 

education, training and learning environments. At the 

same time, education and training systems must adapt 

to this reality." It seems that it is no longer enough for 

young people to acquire a fixed set of skills or 

knowledge; they need to build resilience, a broad set 

of competences and the ability to adapt to change. 

Therefore, the need for and value of the lifelong 

learning perspective, whereby individuals acquire new 

and more relevant competences throughout their lives, 

is more evident than ever. To make information as 

easy to pass on as possible, and to ensure that the 

recipient of information has access to accurate and 

clear information, education experts have improved 

the national curriculum by changing the school 

curriculum, introducing multimodal text in the form of 

comic strip activities. 

By introducing the multimodal text in the primary 

school curriculum, we believe that we are aiming at 

the personal development of the individual, in our case 

the pupil, by stimulating creativity and knowledge of 

the self and the surrounding world. Because it is a new 

concept, the idea of the multimodal text is little used 

in the Romanian Language and Literature textbooks 

for the developmental curriculum cycle, and even non-

existent in the textbooks for the other subjects. 

In 2011, with the new Education Law no. 1/2011, 

two major changes were generated in the Romanian 

education system: the preparatory class was 

introduced as part of primary education and the 

curriculum was oriented towards the formation of key 

competences, aiming at the achievement of key 

competences necessary for the graduate at the end of a 

curricular cycle. The consequence of the operational 

changes due to these curricular reforms was the 
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elaboration of new framework plans, the modification 

of school curricula and the design of alternative and 

digital textbooks (Bocos & Jucan, 2019). 

2. Overview of the multimodal text 

Multimodal text is characterized as a literary 

narrative text in which two or more modes of 

communication (written, read, spoken) are combined 

to convey information through spoken or written 

language in combination with images, sounds, 

gestures and lights (Sânmihăian et al., 2017). 

Multimodal text can be realized digitally or on paper, 

and can be printed, physically realized or printed. 

Multimodal text can be realized live through 

performances. 

A multimodal text is characterized by the 

combination of two or more ways of conveying a 

message, such as a poster that is made by combining 

written language with a still image and spatial design. 

Each of these modes conveys and utilizes semiotic 

resources that are unique, the purpose being to create 

meaning (Kress, 2010). 

Another definition of multimodal text is given by 

Serafini (2020) who says that multimodal text is a 

combination of written and visual text, two elements 

that facilitate comprehension. The combination of 

written and visual text is important in order to make it 

easier for the reader to understand the intended 

meaning of the message conveyed. By adding images 

to a factual text, we bring additional complements and 

international meaning. In the book "Understanding 

Comics. The Invisible Art", McCloud (2019) explains 

and blends so well the written text with images by 

exemplifying how important it is for the reader 

(whether child or adult) to combine these two modes 

of expression (McCloud, 2019). 

 In the book edited by Narey (2009) says about 

children that they learn language much more easily 

through visuals, so that multimodal representations 

have a very important role in early education. In this 

sense, multimodal text is crucial in the education of 

pupils, as they understand society and social 

situations, language and not least literacy much more 

easily, all of which contribute equally to the 

educational ideal and the integration of the index into 

society. 

As technology has grown in recent decades and 

information and multimedia have progressively 

affected communicative practices, the use of 

multimodal text is very important for the development 

of literacy and to distinguish between the term literacy 

and the term literacy, as literacy cannot be considered 

a linguistic achievement (Jewitt, 2008). 

3. Theoretical framework 

Multimodal texts can be found in a multitude of 

representations: picture books, comics, posters, 

subtitled movies, animated comics, ppt presentations, 

etc. they are an integral part of the students' education 

and literacy development. When we expose students 

to multimodal texts we encourage them to make 

connections between written and visual, hearing and 

visual, thus asking the individual to decode the 

meaning of a message that is being conveyed (Walsh, 

2010) 

Although in 2001 there was a serious radiography 

of curriculum and curriculum development on the 

design and impact of the National Curriculum 

(Vlăsceanu, 2002), in the National Curriculum we do 

not find any provisions in relation to pupils' exposure 

to multimodal texts. There is, however, an emphasis 

on reading and understanding texts to help pupils 

develop in a rapidly changing society. Pupils learn to 

read and decode texts by making the connection 

between printed signs and the sounds they hear. But 

reading should be a pleasure for children, which is why 

multimodal texts help to make deciphering texts much 

easier and turn reading into a passion.  

In the current context of society literacy, machine 

reading, or letter recognition is not enough, text 

comprehension is a priority to be emphasized. In this 

respect, literacy development can be developed with 

the help of multimodal texts, as children who use this 

kind of text have the possibility of a deeper 

understanding of the intended message. 

Literacy being a new term in the Romanian 

vocabulary has no explanation in the Explanatory 

Dictionary of the Romanian language, so we resorted 

to the translation of the term from English. The OECD 

dictionary explains the term literacy as "the ability to 

understand, use and reflect on written texts in order to 

achieve one's goals, develop one's knowledge and 

potential and participate effectively in society".  The 

Global Alliance for Literacy states that literacy is a 

foundation of lifelong learning. Another definition of 

literacy is to be found in the Cambrige dictionary, 

which states that literacy is "the ability to write and 

read" but also that "literacy is a basic skill or 

knowledge of a subject" (Peters, 2013). We also find a 

definition of literacy in UNESCO documents where it 

is specified that literacy is "a set of reading, writing 

and numeracy skills" which is similar to literacy 

except that now "it is understood as a means of 
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identification, comprehension, interpretation, creation 

and communication in an increasingly digitized, text-

mediated, information-rich and fast-paced world" 

(http://en. unesco.org/themes/literacy). Roser and 

Ortiz-Ospina say about literacy that it is "a key skill, 

but also a key measure of population literacy" (Roser, 

Ortiz-Ospina, 2018) this looking at literacy in general 

shows that literacy values the quality of education. 

Analyzing what has been said about literacy and 

the need for its development, we can say that in its 

development the multimodal text is a priority and 

essential and the use of content based on multimodal 

text by teachers should be a priority in educating 

students. 

4. Conceptual analysis  

4.1. Multimodal text signaling 

As stated above, multimodal text refers to a form 

of communication that combines several ways of 

conveying information, such as written text, images, 

sound and video, to create a more comprehensive and 

effective message. Multimodal text can be used in 

many different fields, not just education. By using 

multimodal text in education, journalism, art or 

marketing, we can improve understanding, 

engagement and accessibility for participants in 

various fields. 

In the following, we would like to explain the 

meaning of multimodal text in its various forms: 

written, spoken (city), audio, visual, gestural and 

spatial 

(https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/te

achingresources/discipline/english/literacy/multimod

al/Pages/multimodaloverview.aspx). 

 

4.1.1. The written meaning of multimodal text 

Text in this case is conveyed through written 

language through: printed writing, handwriting and the 

writing we see in the media (on screens). Writing is 

done by arranging the words in sentences and phrases 

and reusing certain grammatical and linguistic rules 

and conventions, different registers depending on the 

context the author wants to convey to the reader and 

different literary genres. We can also find bilingual or 

multilingual texts (in case we have pupils who belong 

to other cultures), in this case, the writer can use words 

from his or her original language which he or she can 

write using the letters of the Latin alphabet (we can 

specify here the Ucainian pupils). Last but not least, 

handwriting has several benefits for personal 

development: it improves memory, increases the 

ability to express oneself, develops creativity, 

improves motor skills, improves brain coordination, 

has calming effects, helps to express emotions.  

4.1.2. The spoken meaning of multimodal text 

Spoken text is conveyed through spoken language. 

It can be realized through direct speech or recordings 

and can be transmitted by a single person 

(monologue), or by two or more persons (dialog). As 

with the written text, the spoken text must follow 

certain linguistic and grammatical rules and 

conventions, arranging the words in sentences 

according to the register and type of text or message 

that is to be conveyed. In direct verbal transmission 

with a person one can notice the mood and character 

of the person transmitting. If we refer to texts recorded 

or transmitted for commercial or professional 

purposes they will include elements from different 

spectrums: accent, emotion, speed, fluency, rhythm, 

pitch, intonation, dialesct etc. 

4.1.3. Audio meaning of multimodal text 

As far as audio meaning is concerned, the text 

conveyed in this way is conveyed by sound, and this 

category also includes musical scores conveyed 

through music, because music can also belong to 

different cultures, it can imitate birdsong, noises, the 

sounds of nature, but also the silence of solitude 

through the use of rhythm, volume or tempo. Music 

uses lyrics that can be sung in any language of the 

world. 

4.1.4. The visual meaning of multimodal text 

When we refer to the visual we think not only of 

still images but also of moving images. Both still and 

moving images contain various symbols and promote 

the cultural customs of different nationalities, different 

people or personalities, different cultures and practices 

through color, symbols, shape, form, contrast, 

naturalness etc. visual imagery is beneficial and has 

much better results in educating students in the basic 

acquisition curriculum cycle and preschoolers, but it 

can also be used successfully with older students and 

even in various therapies. 

4.1.5. The gestural meaning of multimodal text 

Gestures are conveyed through body movements. 

We convey signals, feelings, emotions through gaze 

and eye movement, facial expression, gait, behavior, 

behavior, dance, acting, breathing. Cope and Kalantzis 

say that movement also includes the use of rhythm, 

speed, stillness, and angles, including 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/multimodal/Pages/multimodaloverview.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/multimodal/Pages/multimodaloverview.aspx
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"synchronization, frequency, ceremony, and ritual" 

(2009. p. 362). Different cultural connotations are also 

conveyed through gestures and body language. 

4.1.6. The spatial meaning of multimodal text 

This is conveyed through the design of spaces in 

the print of a text, the size of a book, the pages of a 

graphic novel or the vignettes of a comic strip, in the 

construction of a web page, the framing of text on the 

page or the framing of moving images. Spatial 

imagery can also be considered when designing 

buildings or landscapes. 

4.2. Types of multimodal text 

A multimodal text is characterized by the fact that 

it combines several modes of communication: written, 

read, spoken, visual, gestural, etc. (Sânmihăian  2017). 

In the following we will present a taxonomy of 

multimodal text by combining modes of 

communication: 

4.2.1. Text and image 

There are two ways of combining text and image. 

Most common are printed books in which the text is 

accompanied by appropriate images, but increasingly 

used are online books. In her book, Technology, 

Literacy and Learning, Jewitt (2006) describes the 

difference between page and screen as two distinct 

'places of display'. The sites where these documents 

are displayed are not just a support for reading; online 

we find references to various other information and 

much other information needed to complete the 

knowledge required for a particular subject. 

Also, in this category we can mention paper 

comics compared to animated comics. While on paper 

every detail has a meaning (vignettes, bubbles, etc.), 

animated comics are much more expressive and 

attractive and are much more appreciated by readers. 

Comics use text in combination with pictures to tell a 

story. Both Eisner (1985) and McCloud (2019) 

analyze how text and images are combined in comics 

to create complex narratives. 

4.2.2. Text and sound 

This category includes audio books and podcasts. 

Audio books are most often accompanied by written 

texts, such as summaries or listening guides. A 

thorough analysis about the beginnings of audio 

recordings and how technology has evolved in this 

regard we have detailed by Rubery (2016) in the article 

The Untold Story of the Talking Book. As for 

podcasts, these include transcripts or written 

descriptions of audio recordings. McHugs (2016), 

examines the impact podcasts have on the audio 

narrative genre and how text is used to improve 

accessibility for listeners. 

4.2.3. Text and video 

This category includes video tutorials and 

documentaries. Video tutorials contain both textual 

instructions and spoken explanations that are 

accompanied by visual demonstrations. An analysis of 

how video tutorials use the combination of text and 

video to support learning is well detailed by Cox 

(1999). He says that both external and internal factors 

are important in the reception of tutorials. Each 

individual has a different type of development, 

different interests or knowledge, and preferences 

differ from individual to individual. Documentaries 

combine written and spoken narration with images and 

videos in order to explore a topic. Nichols (2017) 

provides an overview of how documentaries use 

images and text to communicate information. This 

book is a guide that explains the importance of 

documentaries in education as well as the evolution of 

documentaries from their inception to the present. 

4.2.4. Text, images, sound and interactivity 

This is a very topical category, including E-

learning platforms as well as mobile games and 

applications. E-learning platforms integrate text, 

images, videos, interactive quizzes and other 

multimedia elements to support learning. As it is well 

known that these platforms although interactive and 

loved by learners do not fully achieve their purpose 

and the desired results are not always achieved. Clark 

and Mayer (2016) provide principles and strategies for 

designing e-learning platforms that utilize multimodal 

texts. The book is a guide that provides research-based 

guidance on how best to present content with text, 

graphics, and audio, as well as the conditions under 

which this guidance is most effective. 

4.2.5. Advertising materials 

Advertising materials include posters, TV and 

online advertisements and social media campaigns. 

According to Dexonline (n.d.), a poster is a notice, 

usually printed, on public display, announcing 

something, giving information about political and 

cultural life. It is mainly in school, starting with the 

elementary curriculum cycle, that pupils learn what 

the constituent parts of a poster are and how to write 

it. With digitization, advertisements have become 

much more popular and have largely replaced paper 

posters. Advertorials are text in the form of a text, 

which integrates text with images and sound, 
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materializing in the advertisements we see on TV and 

online, advertising that much more easily captures 

attention and conveys persuasive messages. Different 

modes of communication are used in advertisements 

to influence shoppers (Leiss et al., 2018) Advertising 

campaigns use posts that combine text with images to 

engage audiences. The way social media utilizes 

multimodal text drives people's willingness to make 

purchases and new engagements (Kaplan & Haenlein, 

2010). 

5. The importance of using multimodal text in the 

education of students in the developmental 

curriculum cycle 

In today's society where digitalization prevails, 

young people need effective communication, being 

able to understand the transmitted message, respond 

and formulate meanings with the help of multimodal 

texts in their various forms. 

To successfully use multimodal texts students, 

need to know how to use semiotic resources in order 

to be able to convey messages using them (Kress, 

2010). This should be explicitly taught so that the 

learner can easily use multimodal texts. 

Representation is done differently depending on the 

kind of multimodal text used. In a visual text, the 

representation of places, objects or people is done 

using visual resources; for this purpose, semiotic 

resources such as size, shape, line and certain symbols 

specific to the intended subject are used, while with 

written language the message will be conveyed in 

sentences, written on paper or in electronic programs, 

using nouns and adjectives to replace the visual image, 

which highlight places, facts, characters, etc. (Callow, 

2023) 

 Not unimportantly, students need to be taught 

how authors use different modes to find the most 

appropriate way to tell a story and how these need to 

be combined to make sense of multimodal text (Jewitt, 

2009).   

With multimodal texts learners create interactive 

and engaging experiences, and through active user 

involvement it helps to enhance learning and decision-

making. Multimodal texts can be utilized in 

instructional design to create more interactive and 

effective learning experiences, as they have an 

important interactive role in the learning process 

(Kress & van Leeuwen 2006). 

Multimodal texts are also important because they 

can be used to make information accessible to people 

with different disabilities, with subtitles, audio 

descriptions or other features that make the 

information more accessible. Multimodality 

contributes to the creation of inclusive and accessible 

educational materials, thus promoting inclusion in 

education (New London Group, 1996). 

6. Conclusions 

Multimodal texts represent a significant evolution 

in the way we learn and communicate, combining 

different modes of expression to convey messages in 

the most accessible, effective and clear way. 

Multimodal texts not only enhance learning and 

communication (Kress & van Leeuwen 2006), but at 

the same time challenge incubation and creativity 

(New London Group, 1996), having a major impact in 

various fields of activity and research. 

With multimodal texts, students learn how image 

designers help readers navigate the text through visual 

design at the level of the text as a whole and the 

components that make up the text. By examining how 

text and images are organized, students learn how to 

prioritize some meanings and overshadow others 

(Painter et al., 2013). 

 The use of multimodality is in line with the 

new paradigms of education, both in the text and in its 

reception, facilitating the development of both 

multimodal skills (Lebrun et al., 2012) and integrated 

learning (Ciolan, 2008), stimulating imagination and 

creative language, all of which are imperative in a 

technology-dominated society. 

Using multimodal text teachers design non-formal 

activities that are based on educational purposes, on 

formative but also informative knowledge, 

characterized by flexibility and having the quality of 

optional or optional activities" (Coșarbă & Roman, 

2021). By designing learning situations, the teacher 

confronts the student with learning situations that lead 

to behavioral changes in students on several levels: "as 

situations of interference - a permanent process 

through which the student is taught to learn and how 

to learn; as performance reporting through which 

students are motivated and hierarchized; through the 

experience of interaction, communication, and 

practice that are predetermined by the teachers and 

through the relative stability that shows that the 

behavioral change produced by learning is lasting" 

(Roman & Balaș, 2014). 
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